






Church and Community Ministries

4

Church and Community Ministries

Disaster Volunteers 
Continue Support 
for Katrina Survivors

LSS/NCA’s Disaster Preparedness and Response program is still available to support 
groups wishing to assist with rebuilding efforts.  Pre-trip logistics consultation and group 
training is available upon request.  A recently-trained work group from Community 
Lutheran Church, Sterling, Virginia, sent us this report and photo from their November 
trip:

Dear Kati,
 
We just wanted to thank you for all the help you gave us, not only the  T-Shirts, 
Spiritual Manual, mock exercises (with noodles & gum drops), first aid kit, water 
bottles, etc., but especially your time, your insights and your guidance.  We 
used all of these gifts during our time in New Orleans, and are very grateful for 
everything you did to prepare us for our “Adventure”.
 
We had a wonderful experience in NOLA, and came back with a greater 
appreciation for just what the people of St. Bernard’s Parish suffered and 
how much they appreciated our coming to help them.  We also came away 
with a desire to encourage others to experience what we did, by accepting 
the challenge to participate in future mission trips. It was hard work, but the 
benefits we received far outweighed the work efforts, and we are all planning 
to continue this work.
 
Thanks again Kati from all of us at Community Lutheran Church.

Listening to the 
Community Youth 
Haven Inaugurates 
Family Retreat
Kati Miller-Holland

HIV affects the entire family.  When 
a parent is positive for the virus that 
causes AIDS, the children are affected 
regardless of their own health status.  
Offering parents and/or caregivers an 
opportunity to enjoy a taste of the camp 
experience together with their children 
is a way for the Youth Haven program 
to extend the joy of recreation and a 
safe space for families to be together 
without the pressures of social stigma.

In partnership with MarLu Ridge Camp 
and Conference Center, Youth Haven 
will hold its first “Family Mini-Camp” 
on May 14-15, 2011.  The weekend will 
include a heavy dose of fun and games 
together with time for parent support 
group meetings led by social worker-
counselors.  A campfire and talent 
show—traditions from the children’s 
summer camp—will take place on 
Saturday evening.  Sunday will include 
an uplifting ecumenical worship and a 
time for the blessing of the families.

This new retreat will provide an 
opportunity for individuals or groups to 
contribute funds for scholarships and 
in-kind supplies.  The Family Mini-Camp 
Wish List can be downloaded from our 
website:  http://www.lssnca.org/lss/
downloads.  Search Youth Haven.

 
We also came away with a desire to encourage others 
to experience what we did, by accepting the challenge 
to participate in future mission trips.
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Moving to a new place can 
be extremely daunting, 
especially when that means 

leaving everything familiar behind 
and starting over again completely. 
Each year LSS/NCA resettles over 
300 refugees, which takes a good 
deal of effort and much more support 
from members of the community. 
Everything that goes into setting up 
a new house is needed for many who 
come looking for a place to call home. 
We give special thanks to those who 
open the door and welcome strangers 
as loved ones with donations of all 
kinds, like Joanne and Angie. 

Joanne is a long time supporter of 
LSS/NCA and member of Christ 
Lutheran in DC. Every year she helps 
guide and organize the church’s 
annual yard sale that provides funding 
and furniture to resettlement efforts. 
Beyond that, she spreads the word 
to more furniture donors at estate 

sales and other venues. This past year 
the yard sale was described as being 
astonishing and helped restock our 
dwindling supply of furniture!

Angie is a relatively new supporter 
of the refugee resettlement program 
at LSS/NCA, but she’s already made 
some much needed contributions. 
After hearing a staff presentation 
about refugees and resettlement, 
she decided to use a birthday gift 
card to purchase household items 
for resettlement much to the joy and 
inspiration of our community and her 
own. She’s already been back, too, 
this past time with her brother and a 
car full of pillows that have already 
found new homes!

We are truly grateful for these gifts. 
For more information on donating or 
volunteering with RIS, contact Sarah 
Rossing at rossings@lssnca.org.

Angie and her brother Paul drop off much needed household donations for RIS

Thank you! 
Help the Homeless 
a HUGE Success!

Volunteer Spotlight
Sarah Rossing

Listen! I am standing at the door knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to eat with you, and you with me. – Revelations 3:20

The 2010 Help the Homeless 
campaign was the most 
successful ever!  Official results 

are not in, but our records indicate 
well over 1,000 participated on 
LSS/NCA’s behalf either in mini-walks, 
the walk on the Mall, or virtually by 
signing up online.  Thank you so much 
for making this year’s campaign the 
biggest one yet.  Your sponsorships 
and participation will directly benefit 
the children and families we serve 
in the Foster Care and Refugee & 
Immigrant Services programs. 
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German Orphan Home 
Closes Doors, but Opens 
Many Opportunities
Home Awards $50,000 Grant to Youth 
Haven Camps

SOCIETY

SAVE the DATES 
Compassion Walks – a tour of LSS/NCA’s mission
February 2/1 @ 6-7 p.m.
2/15 @ 11 a.m.-Noon
RSVP to Summer Parrish by Noon the Monday prior to the tour.
Visit www.lssnca.org for spring tours.  All tours are held at the Northern 
VA office, unless hosted by an individual or group.  If you are interested in 
hosting a tour or would like to RSVP, contact Summer Parrish at ParrishS@
lssnca.org or (703) 698-5026, x. 138.

Expressions of Abundance Annual Benefit Breakfast
A Spring Affair
Thursday, May 5

A Refugee Leaves 
a Legacy to Help 
Others
Alice Benson

When Hitler was rising to power, 
many people fled from Germany 
and came to the United States.  
One such person moved here to 
the DC area and became a friend 
of Lutheran Social Services of the 
National Capital Area.  He had 
great sympathy for the thousands 
of people who had to flee their 
homes through no fault of their 
own.  Before he died last year, he 
had set up a Memorial Endowment 
Fund to benefit the mission of LSS/
NCA.  With this Fund receiving the 
proceeds from his estate, it will 
make a generous gift to LSS/NCA 
each year.  He has endowed his 
annual giving.

What has motivated YOU to give 
to LSS/NCA during your lifetime?  
Do you have a connection with 
refugees?  With adoptions or foster 
children?  With children or adults 
with HIV/AIDS?  Or, are you just a 
compassionate person who sees a 
need and cares enough to respond?  
Thank you for giving during your 
lifetime.  If you would like to learn 
of ways you can plan to support 
these programs after your time 
on earth, please contact Summer 
Parrish, Director of Development, at 
(703) 698-5026, x. 138 or ParrishS@
lssnca.org.  You can leave a legacy 
for ministry in your estate planning.

Martin Schaller of the Home hands 
LSS/NCA Executive Director a 
check for $50,000 to support Youth 
Haven Camps.  

After decades of service to the DC Metro Region, the German Orphan Home 
closed its doors, but offered LSS/NCA and other organizations serving children 
an amazing gift.  Through its endowment, the Home awarded Youth Haven 

Camps $50,000 to support the ongoing efforts of the program and the children it 
serves.  A special thanks to Martin Schaller (Hope Lutheran Annandale) who sat on the 
Board of German Orphan Home for several years and to Pr. Glen Sea for recommending 
LSS/NCA.  We simply cannot do this work without the community’s involvement, trust, 
and commendation.  Youth Haven’s children will significantly benefit from the generosity 
of this grant.

Pr. Glen Sea, Hope Lutheran
Annandale; Kati Miller Holland, 
Director of Youth Haven Camps; 
Martin Schaller, German Orphan 
Home; Melissa Graves, Executive 
Director LSS/NCA
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Dear Friends in our Mission,

As I write this note, the threat of snow is looming, 
yet I know spring is just around the corner—I can 
feel it!  And it’s this hope that keeps me sane during 
the winter months.  The anticipation of warmer 
weather is sometimes too palpable to me.  But 
when my hope for warmer days gets so intense that 
I could practically jump out of my skin, I’m reminded 
that hope is often the only thing many of our neighbors can cling to for survival.  

Each year LSS/NCA serves more than 3,000 people in our community who 
rely on our services to offer hope and walk with them as they rebuild their 
lives.  Whether this neighbor is a refugee starting completely over without any 
belongings; a foster child seeking a loving home free from violence or drugs; a 
family rebuilding after a devastating fire or flood; or a child living with HIV who 
is not only combating a disease but also the stigma attached to it, LSS/NCA’s 
programs and services provide a safe harbor for each neighbor we serve as 
they rebuild their life with dignity and hope for their future.

We cannot do this work without you, and I thank you for your continued 
support.  I hope you will make time in the coming months to attend one of our 
Compassion Walks tours (p. 6) so you can experience our mission first-hand—
no donations, these tours are simply a way to really get to know LSS/NCA.  
Those who have attended have told our team of volunteers they left feeling 
enlightened and inspired.  I’m looking forward to our continued work together 
in 2011, and I know it’s going to be a great year—I can feel it!

In Peace and Service,

Melissa K. Graves
CEO

Message from
Melissa

District of Columbia
4406 Georgia Ave.
Washington, DC  20011
(202) 723-3000	

Mont. & Pr. George’s Co. MD
8700 Georgia Ave., Suite 500
Silver Spring, MD  20910
(301) 562-8633

Northern VA
7401 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA  22043 
(703) 698-5026

Baltimore/Central MD
3516 Eastern Ave.
Baltimore, MD  21224 
(410) 558-3168

LSS/NCA 
Offices 

Leadership

Board of 
Directors

The Rev. Les Stano,
  Chairperson

Melanie Folstad,
  Vice Chairperson

Renee Wentzel, Esq.,
  Secretary

Stephen Black,
  Treasurer

Deaconess Elizabeth DeMik

Bryan Dierkes 

Kim Green

Richard Kauzlarich

The Rev. Thomas Knoll

The Rev. Wayne Lehrer

Tom Lewis

Patricia Shaulis

Clemmie Solomon

George Swygert

Susan Zimmerman

Ex-Officio

The Rev. Dr. Jon Diefenthaler,
President LCMS Southeastern District
Represented by
The Rev. Kenneth G. Carlson

Bishop Richard Graham, ELCA
Metropolitan Washington Synod

 
Those who have attended have told our team of 
volunteers they left feeling enlightened and inspired.

 



Youth Haven Expands after 
Hearing Community Needs

Details on page 4

inside this edition
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Save the Dates
January 11
Compassion Walks Tour

January 15-16
Youth Haven @ NBC4 Health and 
Fitness Expo 2011

January 18
Compassion Walks Tour

February 1
Compassion Walks Tour

February 15
Compassion Walks Tour

May 5
Expressions of Abundance
For more spring Compassion Walks 
tour dates, visit www.lssnca.org

How Does
Your
Garden 
Grow?

YOU made 
the
difference

2 RIS 5 Volunteer3 Foster Care 4	CCM

Make a 
Wish
Come True

How does your
garden grow?
Details inside

Compassion Walks!

Do you really know what LSS/NCA 
does?  Find out!
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